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Executive Summary
We are fortunate to live in our beautiful Parish within the South Downs National Park. Our
villages of Hawkley - Upper and Lower Green, Empshott, Oakshott and Empshott Green are unique; they are held in great esteem by all who have the privilege to work, live and
visit here. The defining natural features of the locality are the woodland hangers and the
sunken lanes which wind their way through the Parish. The area is also shaped by
agriculture but this employs very few people locally now. The main economic activities are
small businesses run from home, the village pub, the Montessori school and the many
people who work from home nowadays. There are 18 listed buildings in the parish with a
number of different architectural styles represented. The people who live here manage to
create a fantastic sense of community which is enhanced by the presence of the churches,
the sports club, the pub and other community groups such as the Horticultural Society and
the Good Companions.
Being part of the National Park means that visitors will become an increasingly important
factor in the Parish and this is likely to have both positive and negative impacts. Change is
inevitable, so how we manage that change will be very important. The aim will be to
protect what attracts people here in the first place at the same time as letting the villages
evolve into a modern and vibrant community into the 21st Century.
The table in Appendix 1 shows a list of issues and actions identified while compiling the
plan. Each issue has a reference number which is referred to in the main text to make it
easier for the reader to cross reference the main issues identified in the plan. Priority
dates to resolve issues that have been highlighted in the Plan are shown in the table. Not
all issues have a date as some of the issues need volunteers to take them forward and
others are there to highlight ongoing issues that require maintenance, monitoring or are
managed by third party organisations.
The Parish Council is generally very proactive at dealing with local issues either by direct
action or by supporting local third parties or volunteers. In 2013/14 it has supported the
renovation of lower green pond, worked closely with EHDC and SDNPA to obtain and
injunction to prevent unauthorised occupation of land, and has taken over long term
responsibility for the children’s playground in Hawkley. The next priorities are broadband
improvement, roadside ditches, the ongoing problems associated with unauthorised
occupation of land, public rights of way, affordable housing issues, and wildflower verges.
The Parish Council intends to have a “review of the Parish Plan” as a meeting agenda item
each year. This will allow for other items to work their way into a definite position in the list
in the coming months and years. Our aim is that this document becomes the foundation on
which the future evolution of the Parish will be based.
One of the local residents summed up the essence of why people like living in the Parish:
“We value the uninterrupted view of the Hangers, the rural location with minimal traffic, the
uncluttered verges free of traffic furniture and unnecessary signs, the lack of light pollution,
little street lighting, the natural feel of the open countryside around the village, and a
village where the whole community is involved in different aspects of life.”
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Introduction
Since the advent of the South Downs National Park (SDNP) and the inclusion of our
villages within it, we have become very aware of the importance of making known our
feelings regarding the present and future changes within our Parish. To this end we are
submitting a simple form of a Parish Plan.
A Parish Plan is a statement that expresses the local view of the villagers about the history
of the Parish and its future growth, how it is situated today with its advantages and
disadvantages and how the future might be sketched out to enhance the villages and
hamlets, their occupants and their neighbours over the next 20-30 years.

Why have a Parish Plan?
The Villages of Hawkley and Empshott, like all villages in the area, need to present a
considered plan for the future, to protect local interests, to meet local authority guidelines
and to help obtain grants when available, and to see growth and change along lines
desired by local inhabitants while maintaining their heritage. It will act as terms of
reference for the Parish Council to inform its decisions and help in the allocation of
resources. It also offers a collective voice for the parish as a whole and also provides them
with a point of reference to ensure the Parish Council is following their wishes.

The views of the villages – consultation statement
A working committee was formed and it consulted with EHDC and reviewed plans
produced by other Parishes to get a feel for the subject areas that could be included. The
key issue was to get involvement and suggestions from the local community. During
2012/13 there was regular publicity inviting input from residents on at least 4 occasions in
the monthly Village Magazine, and in a hand delivered flyer both of which were delivered
to all households. Residents were encouraged to email their thoughts and ideas for
inclusion in the plan to the committee. During the consultation period there were also 4
meetings where the members took representation from local residents.
The culmination of the consultation period was a meeting where a first draft of the plan
was presented to an open meeting of all interested parties in April 2013. The meeting was
attended by 67 people, which we believe is a record for the Parish as the average
attendance at Parish Council meetings over the last few years is probably less than 5.
That meeting was a lively one with many comments and suggestions from those who
attended which have been taken into account in the final plan. The plan has identified
needs and issues during the consultation and classified them with different priorities. The
actions that flow from these have also been timeframes within which we expect them to be
resolved as well as who is responsible for taking them forward. This is summarised in the
table in Appendix One.
We hope that everyone who reads our Plan will realise how much living in our Parish
means to all the residents and just how much they appreciate their surroundings.
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The Civil Parish Of Hawkley
The Civil Parish of Hawkley is situated on high ground a couple of miles to the west of the
A3 trunk road, about midway between Alton and Petersfield. It has a Parish Council with
eight members, five from Hawkley, two from Empshott and one from Oakshott. The Civil
Parish of Hawkley contains several distinct communities within it. With its iconic “Rhenish
Helmet” (page 8) church tower which can be seen from the top of hills miles away, the
village of Hawkley is the largest community and is the focal point for the hamlets scattered
around it. Hawkley itself is divided into two separate areas known as Upper Green and
Lower Green.
Empshott is a small independent church parish on the north side of the River Rother
nestling around two sides of Noar Hill, a SSSI wildlife site which has retained the ancient
chalk downland flora which elsewhere has largely been lost. . It has approximately 120
inhabitants and merited an entry in the Domesday Book under the name “Hibeste”. There
is an ancient church but no school, pub or shop. However there is a very busy road on the
northern edge (B3006) that has a scheduled bus route between Alton and Petersfield. To
the south of Empshott, Hawkley Mill, on the River Rother, was once surrounded by
watercress beds, a major industry in Hampshire. Oakshott is a hamlet in three parts about
half a mile south of the main Hawkley village which was known for its hop fields.

The Hangers
The distinctive and unique features of the hills in East Hampshire to the northwest of
Petersfield are the beautiful wooded hillsides known as ‘The Hangers’. Together with their
rolling fields and valleys, they possess landscape and environmental qualities which are of
huge importance and scientific interest and are full of special flora and fauna. The shaded
woodland glades and sunny clearings are colonised by wild garlic and rare orchids,
insects, butterflies and snails according to season. As the Parish is now situated within the
South Downs National Park this landscape is afforded some protection, but this
environment must be preserved and maintained by the relevant authorities and
landowners.

Middle Oakshott on Cottage Lane

Empshott Place on B3006 main road
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Life in Hawkley and Empshott
1. COMMUNITY FACILITIES

HAWKLEY LOCAL AMENITIES
VILLAGE HALL • sports hall • bar • catering kitchen • church room • disabled toilet •
changing rooms and showers • toilets • cricket pitch • ‘old’ football pitch • playground for
younger children •car park.
The village hall, in the centre of Hawkley, was extended, refurbished and greatly improved
in 2011 and it is now at the heart of village life. Before the Hall was refurbished it had not
been updated since the late 1960’s. The refurbishments included a new catering
specification kitchen, new changing rooms and facilities for the sports club, a beautiful new
veranda and frontage leading into the fabulous new bar and clubroom. The fact that we
have such a wonderful new facility is testament to the wonderful community spirit which
already exists in the Parish. The refurbishment was paid for using accumulated funds,
significant donations from individuals, local authorities and general fundraising. (Action 8)
The facility is becoming a very popular venue for parties, wedding receptions and wakes.
The church uses the hall for meetings and Sunday School. There is a thriving film club, a
well-attended horticultural society who put on regular talks and shows Other societies and
clubs also use the hall including the Hawkley Good Companions (who offer friendship and
social events/outings to older members of the community), keep fit classes and a beekeeping society to name but a few.
It is also home to Hawkley Sports Club which currently has Cricket, Table Tennis and Darts
as its main participatory sports. The Cricket Club has regular matches throughout the
season and has players of all ages from 12 to 60+. The Sports Club is run by an elected
committee who would support any other volunteers who want to run any additional sports
from the premises, assuming it fitted in with the existing uses. (Action 11)
Hawkley has a small children's play area on the edge of the cricket pitch consisting of four
swings and two small climbing frames. This is owned and maintained by the Parish Hall
Trust. It is designed for use for the young children of the village and is very popular. The
Parish Council has now adopted this and will be responsible for its ongoing maintenance
and upkeep. (Action 33)
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Empshott has a small but rather old Church Centre (known as “The Hut”) which is in need
of modernisation as the interior mostly dates from the 1950s. A committee has been
formed to look into this and put forward a suitable plan for modernisation with a fundraising
plan to go with it. It continues to be used several times a year for events appropriate to the
size and facilities e.g. Quiz Night, Scottish Reel Night, Harvest Supper which are well
attended by the wider community. (Action 1)

The Empshott Hut

The Village Hall and Sports Club
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CHURCHES
The Parish has two beautiful churches:
• Holy Rood, Empshott (nearly 900 years old);
• St Peter and St Paul, Hawkley (built in mid 19th Century on the site of an ancient
small chapel).

SS Peter and Paul, Hawkley

Holy Rood, Empshott

These churches are integral to the life of the community along with the Hawkley Village
Hall and Empshott Hut and are well-attended for regular church services with each church
having their own faithful congregation. A Sunday School meets in the Village Hall on the
2nd Sunday of the month. The churches are also regularly used for weddings,
christenings, funerals, concerts and carol services. There is a thriving bell ringing group
that practises weekly in Hawkley and rings for church services. The Hawkley Churchyard
is nearing capacity for burials and in time new space will be required, if we are to continue
to provide a burial option to parishioners in the village church yard. The local Vicar retired
recently and the Parochial Church Councils have appointed a new Vicar, Rev’d Rona
Stuart-Bourne. She is moving into the Vicarage with her family and we are delighted she
has accepted the position. We hope that we will always have a priest for our community
needs. (Action 9)
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HAWKLEY INN
We have a thriving Free House pub with a new and enthusiastic landlord which caters for
all the residents and walkers as well as other visitors and also has accommodation - 4 ensuite rooms, including a disabled room on the ground floor. It has a lovely garden, good
food and drink and live music from time to time. (Action 10)

The Hawkley Inn
It is a popular pub with villagers, being a vital community amenity and also a key focal
point for village social life. It is also popular with people from outside the Parish, many of
whom travel up to Hawkley by car. This can cause problems as there is no car park and
people park on Upper Green which can damage the edge of the Green, especially in
winter when the ground is softer.

SCHOOLS
Hawkley at present has a fee-paying Montessori school in the Village Hall which is very
well attended. There are various means of subsidised transport available to get children to
primary schools (e.g. Greatham, Selborne & Liss) and secondary schools (e.g. Liss,
Liphook, Petersfield & Alton) in the local area. There are also many independent schools
within reach.

MOBILE LIBRARY SERVICE
This service was going to be withdrawn in 2012, but local action through the Parish
Council resulted in the service being 'saved'. It has been rescheduled to tie in with the
Montessori school hours with the aim of it being used more frequently. (Action 19)
Page 11 of 32

POST OFFICE/SHOPS
There are no shops in the Parish, the nearest ones are about 3 miles away in the villages
of Selborne and Liss. The larger market towns of Alton and Petersfield are a little further
away and provide a large variety of shops and services together with trains to London and
Portsmouth.

MEDICAL
Local GPs are to be found in Liss, Bordon and Liphook. There are Community Hospitals
in Alton and Petersfield, both approximately 6 miles distant. The nearest A&E Hospitals
are in Basingstoke, Guildford and Portsmouth, between 20 and 25 miles away. There is a
defibrillator near the Village Hall and First Aid courses are arranged from time to time.

OTHER RECREATION
The countryside around Hawkley is ideal for cycling, walking and running, both 'on road'
and 'off road'. It is also a great place for horse-riding and there are several livery stables in
the area.
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There are three Village Greens in the Parish, Upper Green and Lower Green in Hawkley
and Empshott Green. These are mown according to the season and Lower Green is
currently being managed as a wildflower meadow. (Action 31)

Lower Green, Hawkley

Upper Green, Hawkley

Empshott Green
There are two red phone boxes in Hawkley village one on Upper Green, this one is listed
by English Heritage, and the other serving the community at Lower Green. These were
identified as an important emergency service in the area by the Parish Council due to the
lack of mobile phone coverage in the area. The Council reinforced this issue with BT who
agreed to retain both boxes for community use. (Action 20)
We are well served by the Royal Mail with post boxes in all areas of the Parish.
There are a few suggestions which have come out of our 2012/13 survey and presentation
to residents which could be looked into: a village shop for basic provisions, sale of local
produce etc. and sports facilities with a focus on teenagers. Whilst these suggestions
may have individual merit they would need to be taken forward by willing and motivated
individuals. The Parish Council would be happy to provide advice and support to any such
individual(s). (Actions 12, 14 & 15)
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2. COMMUNICATIONS
MOBILE PHONE SIGNAL
The mobile phone signal is poor and patchy and leads to problems for residents and
visitors alike. This is why it is important to ensure that the two public phone boxes are
maintained in working order in case of emergency. BT have assured us they will be
retained for this reason for the time being. All residents and businesses would value a
better mobile phone signal. (Action 20)

BROADBAND
The Broadband service in the area is poor with download speeds of less than 4mb/s and
this can be significantly impaired at popular usage times. Hopefully this might be resolved
by the current national initiative for Rural Broadband but it needs as many people as
possible to sign up with the county initiative to ensure Hawkley gets help as early as
possible. There are a variety of small businesses in the parish that rely heavily on
telephone and internet technology. We must strive to help them enjoy 100% reliability in
connecting with the outside world. According to the 2011 census there are 40 people in the
village who work from home. They are badly served by the current broadband provision
and more people may be encouraged to work from home if there were a better broadband
service available. This would be better for social cohesion and would help cut greenhouse
emissions as there would be fewer car journeys. (Action 2)

VILLAGE WEBSITE
There is a village website in operation but it is felt that more use could be made of the
existing and linked Hawkley and Empshott websites to spread information. (Action 16)

VILLAGE MAGAZINE
This is an outreach project arranged by the Benefice Churches containing many points of
reference for residents. The 10 issues per year are locally hand delivered to every
household free of charge. This has been possible because of popular advertising in the
magazine but the printing costs have recently increased dramatically. The Parish Council
have recently agreed to support production costs for a year while the income and
expenditure for advertising and printing are reviewed. (Action 3)
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3. PEOPLE
The population of Hawkley and Empshott civil parish is now 495 (2011 census).

How many people live
locally?

How many
households?

495

195

Children under 16 Working age adults
105
20.7% England
average= 18.9%

male: 49.3% female 50.7%

300
61.6% (England
average = 64.7%)

People over 65
90
17.7% (England
average = 16.3%)

Lone parent families
with children

Single pensioner
households

People from
Black or Minority
ethnic groups

People born
outside the UK

Dependency
Ratio

5

20

40

55

0.64

10.0% of all families with
dependent children (England
average = 24.5%)

10.7% of households
(England average =
12.4%)

8.2% (England
average = 20.2%)

10.7% (England
average = 13.8%)

Source: Census 2011 (table KS102EW)

No of People By Age and Gender

aged 90+
aged 85-89
aged 80-84
aged 75-79
aged 70-74
aged 65-69
aged 60-64
aged 55-59
aged 50-54
aged 45-49
aged 40-44
aged 35-39
aged 30-34
aged 25-29
aged 20-24
aged 15-19
aged 10-14
aged 5-9
aged 0-4

Male
Female

0

10

20

30

40

Number of People
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England average =
0.55

The tables on page 13 that illustrates the fact that the Parish does not have many
residents in the 20 to 30 age bracket. What are the reasons for this?
- Sleepy village life is not to their liking so they go off to live in larger towns and
cities.
- No public transport so living in Hawkley requires the added expense of owning a
car or motorbike.
- Some of the 20-24 year olds may be away studying on further education
courses.
- It may also be a reflection of a lack of suitable affordable housing stock to buy or
rent.
It is not possible to conclude any specific reasons for the lack of 20-30 year olds in the
Parish but it is likely that it is a combination of the suggestions above. It is not something
we can easily manage, but it is something we should be conscious of.

HOUSING

Many houses in have been enlarged during the 20th Century, but there is already a mix of
small cottages and housing association homes and also some rented property available.
Properties in Empshott change hands infrequently and are mostly privately owned and the
number available for letting is in single figures. There is a range of sizes in the parish but
the average is 3 to 4 bedrooms.

Local Housing Stock
Detached houses

SemiSemi-detached
houses

116
56.3% of dwellings (England
average = 22.3%)

Terraced houses
houses

57

19

27.7% of dwellings

9.2% of dwellings

(England average =

(England average =

30.7%)

24.5%)

Caravan or other
Flats - purpose built

Flats - other

temporary
accommodation

3
1.5% of dwellings (England
average = 16.7%)

10

1

4.9% of dwellings

0.5% of dwellings

(England average =

(England average =

5.4%)

0.4%)

As at 1st September 2014 the EHDC Housing List had two people with a local connection
to Hawkley wanting to be housed in Hawkley, one in a 2-bedroomed property and the
other in a one-bedroomed. In addition to this there are 238 applicants registered with
EHDC stating Hawkley as an area of preference (have a local connection with EHDC but
not necessarily with Hawkley). Hawkley will not be the only place they have selected as a
preference.
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EHDC has not been offered a vacant property to advertise in Hawkley since 2009.
Currently (Sept 2014) there are the following properties managed by Radian in Hawkley :
− 7 houses with 3 bedrooms each
− 5 houses with 2 bedrooms each
− 4 bungalows with 2 bedrooms each
It is unclear as to whether there has been any turnover in public housing stock over the
last few years and we are also unsure how EHDC and Radian work together to match the
small existing need with the current stock. A project team has been appointed to
investigate this and ensure that the Parish Council is kept informed. (Action 17)
There are three of the original four shared ownership houses that were built at the top of
Cheesecombe Lane. The fourth one has been purchased outright by its owner.
Although it seems there is only a small need that exists at the moment, it may be in the
future there is a need for some low cost housing. We recognise that the Parish Council
has no power to encourage landowners to provide suitable land, but if one were to make a
proposal then the Parish Council should judge it against a number of criteria which we
would like to develop as a result of further consultation with the villagers. (Action 18)
Some suggestions for relevant criteria are shown below:
− Principal access close to the A3 or B3006 e.g. via Hawkley Road, Hawkley Hill
or Mill Lane
− No additional traffic through Upper Green, Pococks Lane, Snailing Lane, Lower
Green, Church Lane, Cottage Lane or the inner reaches of Mill Lane
− To be accommodated within existing sewage electricity and water services
without disruption.
− Somewhere not visually intrusive; blending with existing landscapes.
− Should only be occupied by someone who has either lived in the Parish before
or who has relations living in the Parish.
− Complies with the strong planning guidelines of the SDNP.
This is always a problem for small rural parishes, but we are all aware that we have to
move forward to accommodate the changing needs of our residents. This must include
the provision of affordable housing and possibly some 'downsizing' homes. The Parish
Council are fully aware of these needs but require the right to be fully consulted by any
outside authorities as to the location/ setting/ design and building materials that are used
as they must blend in with existing properties and be of small scale developments,
preferably using locally based craftsmen and builders to encourage the continued
existence of local firms in the area. (Action 21)
Another suggestion from the surveys is that the subject of mains drainage and sewers
should be investigated once more. We feel this is an unlikely development in the current
economic climate, but we have included it as a potential future improvement.

VISITORS
Hawkley Parish is an ideal place for visitors who want to enjoy the countryside. It is remote
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but accessible for walkers, cyclists, horse riders. It is situated at the half-way stage on the
Hangers Way with a handy pub where the walkers can rest and have something to eat and
drink (see 1.Community Facilities).
Visitors provide work and income for the locality but they also bring problems associated
with traffic. Some pass through but others leave their cars all day while their occupants
enjoy the scenery and facilities. Visitors to Hawkley tend to park on Pococks Lane and
Upper Green. This is an inconvenience to the residents who do not have off-street parking
on their property and causes damage to Upper Green when cars are parked on the edge
of the Green. The Parish Council has recently funded expensive repairs to Upper Green
which may well become a recurring theme. The parked cars do have one benefit in that
they slow the traffic as it comes down Pococks Lane and onto the Green. The reality is
that being part of the National Park and being situated on the Hangar’s Way Route from
Alton to Petersfield, it is inevitable that we will get more visitors. The Parish Council has it
as a watching brief. (Action 22)
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4. TRANSPORT
SCHOOLS AND COMMUTERS
Subsidised transport is available to get children who qualify to primary and secondary
schools in the local area. All other children have to be transported by their parents to
various schools around which does increase early morning and evening traffic. Parents do
share if possible.

PUBLIC TRANSPORT
The only regular, but not frequent, scheduled bus service is between Petersfield and Alton
along the B3006 through Empshott at the northern end of the parish. Commuters have to
drive to the nearest train stations at Liss, Petersfield, Haslemere and Alton.
We are aware that it is difficult to address this owing to the remote locations of our villages.
There is some community transport available to come into the centre of the Parish if
booked in advance. Perhaps the village website could be made more use of for this kind of
information, although not all households may yet have access to the internet. A scheme
such as a Good Neighbourhood Car Scheme could be advertised on the village website
too. (Action 14)

ROADS
32 miles/53.1 km roads
There is a wide range of traffic using the roads and lanes around the Parish. Many of the
lanes are quite narrow making passing difficult in places leading to the verges and ditches
being vulnerable to damage. In addition to local traffic, the lanes locally are used by
through traffic from adjacent Parishes particularly bound SW and W. The roads on the
perimeter of the Parish also carry the local traffic inbound to the quieter areas (for
example, access to the Parish from the B3006 via Empshot). Non-residents might be
surprised to find that the 32 miles of roads and lanes in the parish are so well used; thus
we are keen that they must be monitored and kept in good order by the local Highway
Authority.
Because they are more exposed to the weather the roads on the hills and plateaux of The
Hangers have a tendency to become uneven and develop potholes, there is a more
frequent need for small repairs to prevent larger problems. (Action 23)
We are blessed with roads free from traffic signs and other street furniture. Residents put a
high value on the lack of clutter and the rural feel of our village roads and verges.
The walkways/pavements in Hawkley have not been well maintained and their condition
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needs to be monitored as well as the roads.

ROAD SAFETY
Livery stables in the parish are plentiful and the number people riding up to and through
the village together with large horse boxes using the lanes has increased considerably in
recent years, particularly since the development of stabling at Lyss Place. This is a matter
to be watched regarding the safety of all road users.
The drivers of large agricultural vehicles often drive without due care and attention for
other road users. This must be brought to the attention of the landowner or tenant.

FOOTPATHS AND BRIDLEPATHS and BOATs (Byways Open to All Traffic) 25 miles/41.8 km public rights of way
We are surrounded by numerous footpaths and well used bridleways. Owing to the local
nature of these they can at times be difficult to navigate and we must manage them
properly. A member of the Parish Council is appointed to help monitor the situation and
report back regarding their condition which normally means trees & branches blocking the
paths. (Action 5)

BOATs
There is increasing concern about the continuing problem of the careless regard with
which 'off roaders' treat our BOATs. Scramble bikers come from as far away as Heathrow
and Kent. Trailers carrying modified quad bikes have been seen heading for the 'green
lanes' as well and and groups from 4x4 clubs go in convoy down them. Some show little
respect for our countryside, using saws on live trees and creating deep ruts in wet weather
which remain (and become hidden) when the ground dries out and the grass grows up.
We do our best to keep control of this problem, although it only seems to get worse as
they take more and more liberties. One day a serious accident is bound to happen, as use
of the lanes is legally permitted for many other different activities as well e.g. walking,
cycling, horse riding. We have a great relationship with Highways and the County Council
who are very supportive and responsive. (Action 4)

BOAT 30 in early 2013

BOAT 30
in early
Page
20 of 2013
32

BOAT 30: Chainsaw
damage on live tree

5. NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
UNIQUE/REGIONAL FLORA & FAUNA
We live in an area of outstanding natural beauty in the newly designated South Downs
National Park and should be looking carefully to see if there are protected wildflower
species growing on our verges and check to see if they could be included in various
country wildflower verge schemes, e.g. HCC, Plantlife etc. We are keen to preserve the
wildflower verges on our public rights of way and are not happy that sometimes they are
cut back during the flowering season. The wild garlic that grows on the banks of the
sunken lanes is a feature of the Parish, so it is often frustrating to see it cut back in its
prime. We would like to have more control over the scheduling of works. (Action 6)
We have appointed a parish tree warden to be active in bringing to our attention the effects
of climate change and new diseases on the many trees within The Hangers. We are aware
that there could be a need to plant new trees to replace ones that might have to be felled.
We would look to replant with species natural to our particular environment. (Action 7)

View North toward Hawkley and Noar Hill
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SUNKEN LANES
There are several “sunken lanes” in Hawkley and Empshott – a speciality of the Upper
Greensand and Chalk land in which The Hangers are situated. They need regular and
specialised care to maintain them. We must be vigilant and protective towards our sunken
lanes, paths and hedges. These are of great historical value and national importance and
contain ecologically unique specimens. There is a need to ensure that the relevant
authorities maintain them to a high but traditional standard. (Action 24)

Hawkley Sunken Lane with Wild Garlic near to flowering

LENGTHSMAN
The parish benefits from the services of a local lengthsman, grant-funded by EHDC and
HCC, to deal with minor highways issues and collect litter as well as checking for and
reporting back problems generally in the spread-out parish. This is a very worthwhile use
of our Council Tax and must be continued if at all possible. (Action 25)
There is currently concern surrounding the maintenance and repair of roadside ditches as
they are becoming more frequently damaged, particularly during the winter, which prevents
them from doing the job for which they were designed. (Action 26)
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VILLAGE PONDS
There are three ponds in the Parish, all of which are in Hawkley village, Jolly Robins Pond,
Lower Green Pond and Uplands Pond .These need regular maintenance and Lower Green
Pond has recently had some work done on it to fix a leak in its clay base. (Action 32)

Lower Green Pond

Jolly Robins Pond

Uplands Pond
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UNAUTHORISED OCCUPATION OF LAND
There is considerable concern among the residents about the unauthorised occupation of
land in Hawkley and the surrounding area. We are vulnerable due to the fact that some of
the fields surrounding our village are owned by non-resident owners, the fields are not
farmed and are left unused. The Parish Council, along with local residents, is always on
the lookout for any possible incursions onto land and will always notify the relevant
enforcement officers of such activity. (Action 29)
We have one family of Travellers who currently have temporary planning permission due
to the lack of provision of official sites by EHDC and we do hope that this will one day be
resolved and the land can be put back to its natural state.

FARNBOROUGH AIRPORT DEVELOPMENT
There is a real threat to the peace and tranquillity of the area due to an application by TAG
Farnborough Airport to expand their airspace. The proposed changes make it far more
likely that there will be an increase in air traffic over the Parish. The Parish Council made
strong representations against the proposals. Initial feedback on the consultation shows
that 98% of respondents were negative when answering the question on whether the
change was justified. The Parish Council will monitor the consultation feedback in early
2015 and will continue to make representations against the change where possible.
(Action 29)

ANTISOCIAL BEHAVIOUR
The Parish Council spends much time discussing and trying to find solutions to the
problems of illegal dumping and long-term tipping. There has been a longstanding problem
along the main B3006 road which has recently resulted in the Parish Council paying for a
fence to be erected as the only means of keeping the footpath clear. Within a very short
time a section of the fence was damaged and more expense has been incurred in
repairing it.

LOCAL ECONOMY/FARMING/EQUESTRIANISM
We have a strong farming community who manages the land well. There is concern about
the damage being inflicted by the ever-increasing size of the farm machinery used by
landowners and their contractors on our small and vulnerable roads.
There are still approximately 12 farms of varying sizes in the parish but as farmers have
become more and more mechanised, needing fewer & fewer people to work on the land,
some of the buildings have been put to other uses and there are also many new small
business that have sprung up in the area.
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DEVELOPMENT CONTROL
The planning process and development control is now primarily in the hands of EHDC and
the South Downs National Park Authority and we need to make sure we do not become
more distanced from it. Our residents come to live amongst us for the natural beauty and
quiet and for our vibrant community which accommodates all generations and this we must
protect at the same time as being forward thinking. (Action 27)

VISITOR NUMBERS
Now that we are in the SDNP it is likely that there will be an increase in all the leisure
activities that people come to our area to enjoy - walkers/cyclists/horse riders/off roaders.
This is likely to result in additional pressures on the environment and infrastructure. The
Parish Council will continue to be the guardians of this wonderful area and liaise with the
relevant authorities to protect this special area. (Action 30)

************************************
Photographic Credits
In our document and Appendix 2 we present some photographs of our landscape and
community with acknowledgements to Sue Potts, Richard Ashby, Philip Chippendale and
Nick Davis.
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Hawkley Parish Plan Summary
Ref

Priority

TOPIC

NEED

1

Current Project

Empshott Hut (Empshott Church Centre)

Needs modernisation

2

Current Project

Broadband

3

Current Project

Village Magazine

4

Current Project

BOATs

5
6

Current Project
Current Project

Footpaths
Unique/Regional Flora & Fauna

Old and dated facility with no
toilets.
Fast & reliable for local
Currently “patchy” speed &
businesses & residents
reliability
Reference point for residents
10 free issues per year - Locally
arranged by Benefice churches
hand delivered to all
25miles of Public Rights of Way toMisuse
monitorand damage to Green
Lanes by off roading vehicles
25miles of Public Rights of Way toFallen
monitor
trees/broken stiles
Preserving wildflower verges
Cutting back during flowering

7

Current Project

Unique/Regional Flora & Fauna

Preserving Hangers woodland

8

Village Hall – for sports, social, education

Ensure provision continues

Churches x 2 – for worship, music, education

Ensure provision continues

Pub (Free House) – social, food/drink,
accommodation
Sports facilities

Ensure provision continues

12

Existing Facility with own
management/Committee
Existing Facility with own
management/Committee
Existing Facility with own
management/Committee
Existing Facility with own
management/Committee
Possible Future Project

Village Shop

Basic provisions & local produce

13
14

Possible Future Project
Possible Future Project

Main Drainage/Sewer system
Bus

15
16

Possible Future Project
Probable Future Project

Sports facilities
Village Website

17

Probable Future Project

Housing

18

Probable Future Project

Housing

19

Watching Brief for Parish
Council

Library Bus

20

Watching Brief for Parish
Council

Telephones

Connection to Main Drainage/SewerFeasibility/price
system
Transport for non-car drivers
Only regular scheduled service is
through Empshott on B3006
Facilities for teenagers
Archery, football, tennis, find site
To inform & provide up-to-date
More local contributions
information
As at 2nd Aug 2013 EHDC has
Lack of understanding about
two requests for affordable
allocation process and how the
housing. Both requests are from Parish Council can help or be
people with strong village
involved.
connections.
Possible need for more low cost
Lack of suitable land for such
affordable/social housing in the
development and ensuring that any
village
development is in an appropriate
location.
For residents without transport & This is a important service for the
Nursery Children
local nursery school who use it on a
weekly basis.
Reliability in emergencies
Mobile phone signal is generally
poor in the area

9
10
11

Ongoing cricket, Darts and TT

ISSUES

Effects of climate change & tree
diseases
Poss. Parking

ACTION
Develop renovation and relevant fundraising plans
Encourage strong support & signup for Rural Broadband
Initiative
Back up help/successor for Editor? Future funding
Contact details for reporting problems Join pilot project with
SDNP ?
Contact details for landowners
Check out scheduling of works Explore WildflowerVerges
schemes
Ensure Tree Warden reports to PC on regular basis. Replant
only with suitable species
Action maintained thru Parish Hall Trust.

Age/upkeep of buildings and lack of PCCs to monitor
space in Hawkley Churchyard.
Parking
Monitor business success
Long term groundkeeping and
membership
Siting & running & viability

Action maintained thru Hawkley Sports Club
Possible feasibility study
Water company future planning
Publicise school & community transport Possibilities &
investigate Good Neighbourhood Car Scheme
Possible feasibility study
Seek extra assistance for current “webmaster”
Meet with Radian and EHDC housing department to see if the
Parich Council can help and be involved.

Work with EHDC to asses true need and potential solutions.

Ongoing liaison with EHDC who provide the service.

BT maintains 2 payphone boxes in working order and the village
would like to keep them operational.

Hawkley Parish Plan Summary
Ref

Priority

TOPIC

NEED

ISSUES

21

Watching Brief for Parish
Council

Housing

This can mean that people who
There is little action that can be taken here apart from using the
would like to stay in the parish find good village network we have to help people move within the
it hard to do so because of lack of village.
housing stock.

22

Watching Brief for Parish
Council
Watching Brief for Parish
Council
Watching Brief for Parish
Council
Watching Brief for Parish
Council

Visitor Parking
Roads

It has been noted by some
residents that there is a lack of
small to medium sized houses in
the village for either second time
buyers or downsizers.
Parking: Only Village Hall has
dedicated car park.
32miles of roads to monitor

Sunken Lanes

Preserving history

Keeping the Parish tidy

To keep our beautiful Parish free
of litter and manage the public
greens and verges.
Damage leads to flooding etc.

23
24
25

26
27

28
29
30
31
32

Watching Brief for Parish
Council
Watching Brief for Parish
Council

Watching Brief for Parish
Council
Watching Brief for Parish
Council
Watching Brief for Parish
Council
Watching Brief for Parish
Council
Current Project

Maintenance of Roadside Ditches
Development Control

Encourage residents to report issues to the Parish Council
Maintain good communication lines with County Council who are
responsible for roads.
Monitor for condition

Discarded rubbish grass cutting of Maintain the employment of a Lengthsman.
public spaces
Careless large vehicle drivers

To preserve the current
environemnt and make sure that
any new development is small
scale, low impact and appropriate
for a small rural community

Prompt repairs sought
Continuous monitoring & awareness of planning applications
Create statement of appropriate design for Hawkley environment

Planning Applications Unauthorised occupation
Vigilance asofplanning
land
currently in both SDNP & EHDC

Development Control
Unauthorised occupation of land

Inconvenience to householders
Damage to verges & kerbs
Commercial vehicles Increasing
traffic generally
Preserve a unique feature

ACTION

Extreme vigilance

Visitor Numbers

Contravention of planning laws

Good communication with authorities

Possible effect on environment

Encourage residents to report issues to the Parish Council
Continue to object and encourage residents to do the same.
Second feedback report due in early 2015.
Restoration programme has been actioned and Parish Council
needs to keep a watching brief on the state of the ponds.

TAG Farborough Airport

Minimise Noise Polution

Possible effect on environment

Ponds and Greens

Maintenance of 3 of each

Lower Green Pond had a leak and
was dry. This has now been fixed

