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HAWKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
 

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 23RD 2019  
AT 7.30PM IN HAWKLEY PARISH HALL 

Draft 
PRESENT: David Caukill (Chairman); Jo Humphrey; Susan Sinclair; Jilly Caesar; Simon Dixon; Robin 
Crittenden. Sue Harwood (Clerk) was in attendance. 
Also present were District Councillors Keith Budden and Charles Louisson and County Councillor Russell 
Oppenheimer.  
1 member of the public was present.  
18/39 Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Geoff Brighton and Charlie Butcher, who were both on holiday.   
18/40 Minutes of meeting  
The minutes of the meeting on October 3rd  2019 were approved and signed as a true record. 
18/41 Declarations of Interest 
Susan Sinclair declared an interest in agenda item 8b) minute 18/46b) below, the nature of that interest being 
that she is a member of Empshott PCC and also a member of the Friends of Empshott Church. She took no part 
in the discussion on this matter.   
18/42 Public forum 
A member of the public asked whether any further news is available regarding the timetable for connection to 
high speed broadband in Empshott. County Councillor Russell Oppenheimer reported that he has met more than 
once with Openreach and continues to press them but is unable to offer more information at the present time.  
18/43 Chairman’s coments  
Openreach continues to work in the Upper Green area. The project is proving more complicated than first 
thought and roads are necessarily to be dug up, which will likely delay completion beyond March. The 
consequent February road closure between Oakshott junction and Priors Dean Church will be inconvenient for 
many and alternative routes are advised for the duration.   
The work to improve drainage on footpath 27, below the Hangers, has been partially successful, with more work 
required in the summer months.  
No more has been heard from the visiting horserider who earlier submitted a letter of strong complaint.  
It is hoped that the cast iron sign post that was removed from the Jolly Robins junction for repair following 
extensive damage by vehicle unknown will be returned soon.  
The local contractor hired to cut back the verges has done an excellent job.  
Meanwhile HCC has acted to ensure that all grit bins are ready for winter.  
The lengthsman has carried out the work to Jolly Robins Pond that was requested of him and it looks better as a 
result. The Chairman noted that the parish council must continue to monitor the area of the pond in future as it is 
no longer being looked after by anyone else. Keeping this area neat and tidy will help indicate to motorists that 
they are in a village and should drive accordingly.  
GDPR preparations are ongoing and the privacy notice is now on the website.  
The proposed mobile phone mast site was duly rejected by the SDNPA and the agents are now working on a 
more acceptable site. Formal approval will once more be sought in due course.  
18/44 Report of District Councillor  
Councillor Budden reported that he is pleased to have given a grant of £400 to Empshott Church and plans to 
give £1000 to the parish council towards the proposed village signs, if that action is agreed this evening. He 
attended the public examination of the SDNP Local Plan in Midhurst. He was a lone voice in speaking against 
the draft policy on authorised travellers’ sites and he hopes to have influenced the Inspector’s views.  
Norse is on track to assume responsibility for bin collections in October.  
Senior management changes are happening at EHDC following resignations and an interim Chief Executive has 
been appointed.  
18/45 Report of County Councillor 
Councillor Oppenheiner’s report is attached as an appendix to these minutes.  
18/46 Finance 

a) The clerk presented a financial summary for the period to January 2019 and cheque numbers 300266-
300270 were authorised and signed. 

b) A request from Empshott PCC for a contribution towards roof and bell-turret repairs to Holy Rood 
Church was discussed. A grant of £750 was agreed.  

c) A grant to the Rosemary Foundation was considered and a sum of £300 was agreed.  
d) A grant to Home-Start (Butser) was considered and a grant of £300 was agreed. Cheque numbers 

300272-300274 were then signed.  
e) The Chairman had earlier prepared and distributed a detailed analysis of likely year-end reserves, and 

past current and budgeted operating expenditure. Forecasted expenditure was approved. Having 
considered this carefully in the context of the high cost of any approved traffic calming measures, it 
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was then agreed by all present to raise the precept for the first time in 5 years, from £10,000 to 
£13,000.    

18/47 Coryton Almshouse Trust 
The Chairman noted with much interest the helpful and informative report from new trustee Peter Humphrey 
and commented that the trust is in very good management hands. Peter was thanked for his value-added input.   
18/48 Upper Green Tree  
The Chairman reminded the meeting that the Parish Council had reaffirmed its commitment to replace the tree at 
the last meeting, subject to confirming the plan to maintain the height of the tree. Consulting with experts had 
shown that it was not realistic and so a subcommittee was established, chaired by Robin Crittenden, to consider 
and recommend how best to proceed. Robin noted that the matter was debated at last autumn’s Horticultural 
Society AGM at which members declared themselves approximately 90% in favour of a replacement. The 
Chairman mentioned that a further small number of objections to any replacement tree have been received but 
these are significantly outnumbered by all those residents who have declared themselves in favour.  
The Chairman thanked Robin for his very hard work, which has resulted in a detailed study based on expert 
advice from several sources and a clear recommendation by the subcommittee for consideration by the meeting. 
On behalf of the subcommittee, the Chairman proposed a Zelkova Serrata. This was agreed by all present. Robin 
Crittenden kindly to progress as soon as possible.   
18/49 Traffic Working Party 
The Chairman thanked Jo Humphrey in particular and the other members of the working party for the great 
amount of time and effort that they have expended on this project. The present proposal is to purchase and 
install 6 new aluminium alloy village signs, traditional in appearance, subject to approval from HCC as 
described in notices on the noticeboards and circulated by email to many residents on 8 January. A competitive 
quote has been obtained. District Councillor Budden and County Councillor Oppenheimer were thanked for 
their promised contributions from their respective devolved budgets of £1000 each. The proposed sites are still 
subject to minor modifications but have generally been very well received by the community. The proposal was 
supported by all councillors. The order will therefore be placed, subject to HCC approval. The clerk will submit 
the grant applications as soon as possible.  
Separate measures for Pococks Lane are still under consideration, with cost constraints of some proposals a 
significant factor as well as difficulty in identifying a viable solution that meets with universal approval.  
18/50 Footpaths 
No report as the Footpaths Officer was not present.   
18/51 Parish Hall 
Bookings remain strong and finances healthy. There is to be a village event on June 22nd.  
18/52 Date of next meeting 
The Annual Parish Meeting will take place on April 10th 2019.  The Annual General Meeting will take place on 
May 8th 2019. 
 
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.25pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          
___________________________    ___________________________ 
Chairman      Date                                                                                                                                                                             


