
HAWKLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

 

SDNP is identifying Suitable sites to accommodate Gypsies & Travellers:  

Half Acre 

 

The South Downs National Park Authority has recently published its present thoughts on land 

allocations for housing, local green spaces, employment land and gypsy and traveller sites. 

These are likely to go forward for inclusion in the SDNP Local Plan.  

 

Government policy requires local authorities proactively to identify sufficient sites to satisfy 

the needs of the gypsy and traveller community. In 2013, external consultants quantified the 

number of pitches required. Local authorities and landowners were then asked to offer sites 

to meet those needs. Perhaps predictably, the vast majority of land presently occupied by 

gypsies and travellers was offered; no new land was offered within the EHDC portion of the 

SDNP.  

 

The suitability of the sites offered was assessed independently against the objectives of 

planning policy (Report at: http://www.winchester.gov.uk/planning-policy/local-plan-part-

2/traveller-site-assessment-study-call-sites/ ). In summary, the number of sites needed by 

gypsies and travellers exceeds the number assessed as suitable. This is of itself a cause for 

concern. 

 

The report recommends Half Acre as being suitable for two authorised pitches/homes. If this 

recommendation is adopted, the current Half Acre site will likely be granted permanent 

planning permission - but designated for use only by gypsies and/or travellers.  

 

The public has until Monday 9th January to comment on the proposals.   

 

Two members of the parish council are due to attend an SDNP workshop in the next couple 

of weeks at which more information may be forthcoming.  

 

The Parish Council will consider how to respond to these proposals at its meeting on 

Wednesday November 16th.  As the time available at that meeting will be limited, if you have 

substantive input which you would like taken into account as the Council formulates its 

response feel free to email: Clerk-hpc@outlook.com   ahead of that meeting. 

 

If you would like to attend to share your views and hear those of others, you would be very 

welcome.   

 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx0000000000000xxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

 

Get a copy of this notice with active links from the Village Website http://www.hawkley.org/ 


